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INFLUENCE OF LIGHT ON DRUG DEGRA

DATION

Light energy, like vheat, activate molecules and enhance e ot

. o
reaction. Drugs which undergo light-inducedfchem'lrcal (li??ﬁl“afiatilon ar:
called photolabile (photosensitive) drugs. A TW examp u (lue Wﬂw
vin, tetracycline, chlorpromazine. Colour development QI. co our fag,
of tablets and liquids are also a few example.s of photochemicy] (,ic‘gm
tion. A few familiar photochemical reag‘tlons are: (a) conversioy
ergosterol to vitamin D by ultraviolet light, and (b) Phomxj\mlw\
wherein carbohydrates and oxygen are produced when chlorophyl}
sorbs visible light.
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Ch-2 DRUG STABILITY

Photochemical reactions are usually complex and proceed in several

steps. These reactions usually follow zero order kinetics. Examples are
However, drugs such as

chlorpromazine, reserpine and colchicine.
adriamycin, furosemide and nefidipine have shown 10 exhibit first order

photokinetics.
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