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  At the global level, about 85 % of the world fish production 

comes from the ocean and only 15 % is contributed by fresh 

water. However, in India, the picture is different. In 1950-51, 

the share of marine fisheries was 71 % of the total fish 

production of 7.52 tonnes. During the 1970s and 1980s, the 

share of inland fisheries was just above one-third of the total 

fish production.  
 

 Later, it gradually increased to reach nearly 40 per cent in 

1980 – 81 and 71 % in 2005 -06. It is sometimes argued that 

the increase in the share of inland fisheries was, on the one 

hand, due to deceleration in growth in marine fish production 

and on the other because of a policy shift in favour of inland 

fisheries, especially, aquaculture. 
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Fisheries sector in national 

income 

 According to National Income Statistics, Indian fisheries 

contributed about 1.07 % of the total Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) and 4.69 % of the GDP from agriculture during 2003-

04.  

 

 The vast resources which are capable of yielding 10 million 

tonnes of fish per year as against the current production of 

6.53 million (2005-06) will go a long way in increasing the 

national income. The contribution of fisheries sector to the 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) rose from Rs. 245 crores in 

1970-71 to Rs. 26,850 crores during 2002-03. The following 

table shows the contribution of fisheries sector to GDP. 
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 Fish and fish products have presently emerged as the largest 

group in agricultural exports from India, with 13.77 lakh 

tonnes in terms of quantity and Rs. 45,106.89 crore in value 

(2018). Accounts for around 10% of the total exports and 

nearly 20% of the agricultural exports, and contribute to 

about 0.91% of the GDP and 5.23% to the Ag – GDP of the 

country. 
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